46                              ON EDUCATION; OR
CHAP.     166. ' Let  the  best of the twice-born classes, in-
IL    < tending to practice devotion,  continually repeat the
' reading of  scripture;   since  a repetition of reading
*  the scripture is here styled the highest devotion of ' a Br&hmen.
167.  5 Yes verily; that student in theology performs
*  the highest act of devotion with Ms whole body,  to ' the extremities of his nails, even though he be so far
*  sensual as to wear a chaplet of sweet flowers, who
*  to the utmost of his ability daily reads the Vida.
168.  ' A twice-born  man,  who   not having studied
*  the Vida, applies diligent attention to a different and ( worldly study,  soon falls,  even  when  living., to the c condition of a Sitdra; and his descendants after him.
169.  * The first birth is from a natural mother; the c second, from the ligation of the zone j the third from ' the due performance of the sacrifice;   such are the ' births  of him who is usually called twice-born, ac-c cording, to a text of the Vida:
170.  * Among them his divine birth is that,  which
*  is distinguished by the ligation of the zone, and sa-
*  crimal cord;  and in that birth the  Gdyatrl is his 4 mother,   and the A'chArya>  his father.
171 < Sages   call    the  A'chdrya  father,   from   his
*  giving* instruction in the Veda:  nor   can any holy < rite be performed by a young man, before his in-c vestitnre.
172. ' Till he be invested with the signs of his class,
< he